
16 November 2007 6th International BIMCC Conference 31 31 

 

 

Gilles Palsky is Professor of Geography at the 

University of Paris 1 - Panthéon - Sorbonne (France). He 
is a member of the research unit Epistemology and 
History of Geography, UMR 8504, National Committee for 
Scientific Research, Paris, and of the French National 
Committee of Geography. He chaired from 1999 to 2007 
the History of Cartography Commission of the French 
Committee of Cartography. 

He earned his PhD in 1990, from the University of 
Paris 1, with a dissertation on the history of quantitative 
mapping prior to 1914. It was published in 1996 (CTHS , 
Paris). He obtained in 2003 his Accreditation to Supervise 
Research with a memoir entitled L'Esprit des Cartes. 
Approches historiques, sémiologiques et sociologiques en cartographie [The Spirit of 
Maps. Historical, semiological and sociological approaches in Cartography].  

At present, his research revolves around the role of images in the building of 
geographical knowledge and the development of thematic mapping in the contemporary 
period. He is also engaged in theoretical issues in cartography: visualization of spatial 
dynamics, animated maps, semiology of graphics. He collaborates with three research 
programs dealing with these topics.   

Gilles Palsky served as a scientific adviser for several map exhibitions, such as Les 
Couleurs de la Terre (Paris, 1999) or Maps, Finding Our Place in the World (Chicago, 
2007). He is involved in the History of Cartography Project (University of Wisconsin, 
Madison), for the 20

th 
century volume.  

Among his most recent publications:  
- 2007: (with Michael Friendly) Visualizing Nature and Society, Chapter 5 in: 

Akerman, James R. and Robert W. Karrow, Jr. (eds.), Maps: Finding Our Place in the 
World, Chicago, University of Chicago Press. 

- 2006: Le monde au naturel. L’atlas sphéroïdal et universel de F. A. Garnier [The 
natural world. The spheroïdal and universal atlas], in Revue de la Bibliothèque 
Nationale 24, 38-45. 

- 2005: Le projet de standardisation de la cartographie militaire en France au XIX
e 

siècle [The military cartography standardisation project in 19
th
 c. France] , pp. 47-69 in: 

Dias, Maria Helena and Garcia, João Carlos (eds.), História da Cartografia Militar 
(séculos XVIII-XIX), Viana do Castelo, Camara Municipal. 
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