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With special thanks to Mr Wouter Bracke, our President, Mr Colin Dupont and their
KBR colleagues for their spontaneous and effective help.

In particular for having, as far as possible and without tape, restored maps which
were becoming rheumatic parchments.

My thoughts also go out to the dear expert colleagues at the Brussels Map Circle.
Who with enthusiasm reveal to me the underside as well as the tops of the cards...

and the maps.



Introduction

An information project

It took me years to gather documents from Colonel Albert Paulis and Cominiére. These documents
concern the Congo’s colonization, Great War, Near East (e.g. Iraq, Turkey, Kurdistan) etc.

They show an unstable world in which Progress and Peace cross path with Imperialisms,
Nationalisms, Minorities under threat, Human uprooting. With dashed hopes.

My open project to report and digitalize the related topics, also on my blog, is on the rails : restore
the past of these explorers and builders having the force to wade in swamps and take all the risks in
a surhuman task. Better understand their motivations, competences or the paths they blazed.

| have the pleasure to be with you again, in the same passion for Cartography. It is a way of getting
more to honour the memory of those who enlarged its titles of nobility.

Cartography, as an evolutive and visual tool by excellence to show complexity and help unravel it, is
« the » witness of our actions. So | suggest to see together what the maps of the Congo, selected in
this chronological presentation, are telling us.



« The man who has just crossed the road
is no longer the one who was to cross it »
- African proverb -

1933
an
exhausted
man
Albert Paulis with Chief Mangue (Azande) Le aéiit; Ig\li?i ons
After his « bakole » he became « Avungura »
Other nicknames : le Congolais, le broussard...
Lt.AIbert Paulis, assista_nt to Lemaire The lesson of this epic... quoted by my WW'_ Chief of Staff to Lqui§ Franck
With ’Cdt Char.les Lemaire = Zorro.? Congolese bookseller : « ... no omelette portrait Expert. in |Og|§tl.(‘3$
Lt Wéber, assistant, later General in without breaking eggs... » by Career in Cominiére

Belgian Army. Nickname : Bibiche Herman Richir (1866-1942)

Mission Lemaire (1902-1906) - Exploring the Bahr el Ghazal (Sudan) > Belgian Congo + Ruanda Urundi period
for the Congo Free State (Leopold Il)

Source : Albert Paulis papers

_ Think tanks... Can Progress secure Traditions ? ... What about systemic + systematic approachs ?
(except the one with the League)



2 profiles : Charles Lemaire + Albert Paulis

Charles Lemaire (1863 Cuesmes - 1926 Spa) :
Intellectually brilliant
In Science, Literature (romans, poems« Musette », Le Petit Bleu), philosophy, Esperanto etc. Honnest
Hyperactive, demanding of himself and others, "against the lounge chair", suffering from a leg injury
=> Excitability
=> A certain propension to make ennemies (sometimes seen by his pairs as a local potentate)
=> In disgrace with CFS (EIC) : negociation (1905) with UK against Leopold Il will, Ercolani affair, scapegoat
=> Rehabilitation thanks to A. Paulis : Lemaire appointed 1st Director of Colonial University in Antwerpen (1920)

Albert Paulis (1885 Leuven — 1933 Brussels) :
Excellent Academic records + Lemaire student on field (start of a friendship)
Hyperactive, initiative, prompt in action, excellent in leading people + management
Joviality, humour but directness when unnecessarily thwarted
Calculated risk, but sometimes a certain swager
Peaceful, grateful, willing to help others wherever they come from
Propension to make friends
The essence of his colonial thought comes from Lemaire
=> 2 careers intimately linked + excellent friends to the end + close frienship with the Cattier Family
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Source : A. Paulis family papers
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Bahr el Ghazal (Sudan)

% Georges Gilson (1873-1950)

- % Paulis’s assistant, when the latter

replaced Charles Lemaire at the
head of the Bahr el Ghazal
expedition in 1905

s Very competent
% Paulis appointed Gilson as his
successor when he returned to

Europe in 1906

% Gilson tasked with handing over
Lado Enclave at lease end with UK

&% WWI hero + future General

Postcard : House of Cdt Lemaire — Poste des Lophires

Watercolour (Aquarelle) by Georges Gilson



Congo Free State (EIC)

Manuel du voyageur
& du résident au Congo (1900)
by
Société d’Etudes Coloniales (1894-1928)
Promote the Colonial Empire
HQ Hotel Ravenstein, Brussels
1st president : M.A. Couvreur (liberal politician, publicist)
Library in 1902
Publication of manuals
> Institut Royal Colonial belge (1929)
> Académie Royale des Sciences d’Outre-mer / (1928)
Koninklijke Academie voor Overzeese Wetenschappen
This manual is coming from the Library of Congo Free State
2 maps : Stanley (1885) + Congo Free State (1900)

Source : A. Paulis family papers
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Source : A. Paulis family papers
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Réscliat de 400 observations nouvelles de latitude et de
un grand nombre d’erreurs commises en 1577. _
Dans I vallée du Kouilou-Niadi et Ia région sitnée entrs I8 Kei0u ot lo

Comgo. les observations ont été faites par M.M. Spencer Bume, W o Velde,
Destraan, et Miki¢ de 'association internationale du Congo. t \

£ IETAT uaas DUy coueoi
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Congo Bassin in 1885
by
Stanley

(continued)

Etat « libre » du Congo vs « independant »

400 additional observations by AIC (1879-1885)
Correction of previous errors in 1877

Hostile areas (people + Nature)

Error problems in mapping...

Trial and errors methods

Step by step solving process + mapping

Source : A. Paulis family papers
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Carte de I'Etat

Indépendant du Congo

(June 1900)
by

Jean Du Fief (1829 - 1908)

Belgian geographer + historian

Teacher in High school

» Publication of Scholar books (Geography + History)

+ Abrégé d’histoire universelle

» Founder (1878) of Société royale belge de

geéographie in Brussels

» Impulsed by Leopold Il, SRBG promoted

exploration (de Gerlache, Stanley, Burdo etc.)

» Current 1960 : SRBG incorporated into ULB

- Embryon economic and railways (S 6°) org.

(see sub-sections on next pages)



J. Du Fief map — 1900 (continued)
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3 NE Ethnography : Niam Niam, Azande, Mangbettus etc,
3 Exploring paths -> African-carrying (« portage ») system
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3 Lado Enclave exists on the map but its name is not on it




J. Du Fief map - 1900 (continued)
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Bahr el Ghazal - Lado Enclave
(1894 > 1896 > 1910)

+» UK reserved Area

« But Area of dispute (France + UK + CFS)

+ Hofrah-en-Nahas copper mines (10°N 25°E)
« Access > Nile = strategical + logistical

» 1894 : CFS (EIC) occupation

+» 14-08-1896 : 1st convention CFS + UK

<+ Leased land

Published by ?

1906-1907 ?

Source : A. Paulis family papers



—— —a Bahr el Ghazal - Meridi Zone (1902 - 1906)

1905 - 1906 : Paulis = District Commissioner
~E 28°>30° N4°>5°~15000 km2

Name of Meridi River

Contest : UK >< Leopold I

Local chiefs (Azandes... not Mangbettu)

1905 : A. Paulis predicts a lunar eclipse to
Azandes -> Pact (« bakole »*)

1906 : Geodesic markers incident

-> Nile access + Telegraph temp. closed
> 1910 : Meridi + Lado retroceded to UK

Section map Dist. between 2 parallels = 111 km |
Dist. btw. 2 meridians ~ same close to Equator * Bakole = an exchange of blood btw. 2 people through a gash in the arm

Source : Institut Géographique National with a knife.The bloods are then spread on a bark of wood to be eaten



Bahr el Ghazal (1902 - 1906)
Lemaire + Paulis shipping logs

Charles Lemaire = veteran (Katanga...) -> teacher + supervising role

What do we find in such logbooks ?

Day's field surveys (scientific measurements, astronomical and
terrestrial coordinates, sketches,...)

Lists of European and African personnel

- Takeaway items (food, individual /troop / trade-in items, camp,
ammunition, instruments, aid...)

Expenses, observations etc.

From raw data to reporting

» Steps : field (measures book, logbook) -> camp (diary) -> reporting
(legible)-> possible publication (decision)

Documenting, mapping takes an additional lot of time, is a tedious task...

|ldentify the ownership of manual notebooks or a single annotation
requires sometimes handwriting analysis (e.g. from Lemaire or Paulis ?)

Source : A. Paulis family papers Optimal size : VIl =15 x 22 cm for sketches in recons, or 8 x 20, easily inserted in the
pocket ; with a protecting cover - as followed see Cdt Vereycken comments on it
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Bahr el Ghazal

carnets Lemaire / Paulis

Local hydraulic
recon
30-03-1903



Bahr el Ghazal

carnets Lemaire / Paulis

Local calculations
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Sketch of an
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Photo in Juba - Upper Nile
Defense against Derviches (and UK ?)
according to A. Paulis

Source : A. Paulis family papers



Bahr el Ghazal - Mission Charles Lemaire (1902 - 1906)

—— PR —— % Scientific + Conquest > 10° N Parallel later
> 5°30’ > 5° in Sudan

» Scientific assistants to Cdt Lemaire :
Lt Albert Paulis + Lt Alfredo Caroelli (Italy)

% Charles Lemaire (1863 - 1926) = military
engineer (ERM, eng.) ; Albert Paulis (1875 -
1933) = military engineer (ERM, Artillery)

% Close collabo with the Royal Observatory
(Uccle) in instrumentation + comparison of
measurements between Belgium & Congo *

s Lemaire deplores too many irregularities in
measurements ; that can lead to border
incidents - e.g. the Missum Missum clash
between France and Germany in Cameroon

Source : Royal Observatory of Belgium (Iibrary in 1996) * L’Astronomie au service de la conquéte coloniale, Marc Dassier & A. Coeckelenbergh,
Revue des Questions Scientifiques, 1996
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Belgian Congo

Principles & astuces to make reacons and maps
by
Cdt Vereycken

s Very detailed and useful

s This handwritten exemplary appears to be of restricted diffusion, thus rare

% Release date ? Probably soon after April 1912

Source : A. Paulis family papers
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Cdt Vereycken (continued)

Belgian Congo

Kind of information you can

find on this manual

Source : A. Paulis family papers



Cdt Vereycken (continued)

Camp away from :

Waterways, taking into account
the rainy season

Tse tse in the humid areas

Source : A. Paulis family papers
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Cdt Vereycken (continued)

CONGO BELGE

INSTRUCTION Using Pocket Compass, Watch, Pedometer
pour les levés & la boussole de poche et 4 la montre, ou an podométre.

La boussole en usage au Congo est graduée de 0 a 360 dans le sens direct, c'est-a-dire dans le sens du mouvement
des aiguilles d’'une montre,

La visée se fait le long d'un cOté de la boite, paralléle & l'axe 0—1809, le O dans la direction du porte-mire.

L'angle formé par la visée et par le nord magnétique, s'appelle : Azimue,; sa valenr se lit & la graduation corres-
pondant & la pointe blene de I'sigullle,

On a soln d'indiquer au croquls, par une fleche, I'orfentation magnétique et, sl possible, la valeur de la
déclinaison.

L'opérateur se fait précéder sur la route par un porte-mire qul est arrété ou remis en marche par les sonneries
de « HALTE » ou « EN AVANT ».

Soit Ax Ia route & sulvre. — Le porte-mire est arrété 4 800 ou i 1000 métres, plus loin si possible, soit en B ou
B' ou B ou B"' (fig. I); il léve sa mire (perche munie d'un tissu rouge et blanc), — L'opéraieur resté en A, annote
Fazimut et fait donner le signal « EN AVANT ». — Le porte-mire reprend la marche en signalant 'emplacement ofl il
s'est arrété (herbes nouées, branche, etc.). — L'opérateur tient note du temps, nombre de minutes ou de pas accomplis,
pour se rendre de A en B, ou en B', id. B*, id. B"'.

Par des observations successives, il recueille tous les éléments pour la construction du croquis de I'itinéraire.

L'opérateur arréte le porte-mire dés que celui-ci tead s disparaitre derribre un obstacle, Le cas échéant, par la
sonnerie : « EN RETRAITE », il raméne le porte-mire fusqu'au point voulu pour assurer U'observation de lazimut.

En forée, les distances entre l'opérateur et son aide sont excessivement restreintes. — On profite du passage
d'une clairiére pour observer la direction. — On peut aussi vérifier fréquemment la direction suivie et prendre, pour le
croquis, |a moyenne des azimuts annotés.

L’opérateur tient note de I'heure de passage aux différentes particularités topographiques qul doivent figurer sur le
croquis en conformité des prescriptions du « Recueil edministratif»,

La construction des azimuts ne falt & V'aide du rapportenr comme il est indiqué aux figures 11,

Le rapport des distances se falt en ufllisant I'une des échelles ci-Gessous.

Source : A. Paulis family papers
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Cominiére in Post-CFS (EIC) Era

53

*

Founded by Josse Allard + Nagelmackers (bankers)
Holding (cited amoung the 4 empires in BC)
Participation to Development in Belgian Congo
Commerce + Infrastructure + Strategic sectors
Diversification + Strong efforts in Uele (NE Congo)

2 superactive field men : Albert Paulis + Martin Théves

53

*

J/ J/
000 000

33

*%

/
0.0

A global + operational vision (by A. Paulis) :

53

*

Open + controlled Economy

>< Opportunity costs = the cost of doing nothing

A loop process = Develop + Consolidate + Maintain
Logistics = essential for Economy + Welfare

Better people transportation = gain in time + comfort *
Essentials of an Interconnected network = Railway +
Road + Fluvial + Plane + Trade merged in same effort
Same interdependence in the Group activities

X/ X/ X/
0’0 0’0 0’0

X/
’0

L)

X/
’0

L)

o

L)

L)

Edited by Cominiere * Speech A. Paulis to Association francaise pour '’Avancement des Sciences, 1932
Source : A. Paulis family papers



La Cominiére et ses sociétés filiales

L
e
ik

COMELCO
1958

COLECTRIC
1923

T.C.L

VICICONGO
1923

1954

CAPITAUX GERES PAR LA COMINIERE

1910 3.000.000 Frs.

1939 300.000.000 Frs.
1960 2.500.000.000 Frs, Une impressionnante rangée d’ « Auto-Traction »

Source : A. Paulis family papers Cominiere 1910 - 1960
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Réseau des chemins de fer du Katanga méridional

Belgian Congo
A flash back to Katanga
in the 1910’s

+ Socol (group Cominiere) : founded
in 1910-1911 by A. Paulis + Ir Pauling
(Anglo-Rhodesian)

+ Elisabethville > Kambove = 164 km
> Tshilogongo = 111 km
> Lubudi = 150 km

Total = 425 km

Cominiére 1910 - 1960
Source : A. Paulis family papers



Vicicongo

. s 22X + Cominiere Group’s subsidiary in Uele (NE)
e : | «» Aketi > Buta > Paulis > Mungbere Railway

° oemsia

Cominiére 1910 - 1960

Source : A. Paulis family papers
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Cominiere Group

+ Tshela - Boma - Matadi - Thysville - Léo

*

Important Hydraulics + Railway axis

*

Significant Cominiére centers places

J
0'0

+ With equipment furniture (Matermaco) etc.

Cominiere 1910-1960

Source : A. Paulis family papers
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l Centrale hydroélectrique

. du DJOUE

République du Cengo
( Brazzaville)

s AUMENTATION H.T

\_f \ 30KV,

KALINA

LINGWALA

MAKALA

ERMENS

|
;

Cominiere Group

Hydro-elctricity, Energy, Power plants etc.

Aerial photo (Leopoldville)

s From military use > Extended mapping

% Now layout plans + geographical areas + socio-
economic activities

% A transition between pedestrian recon & satellite

Cominiere 1910-1960

Source : A. Paulis family papers



Cominiere

Public transports Léopoldville

% Transportation network

% Significant savings to be made

In Time
In comfort
In money

See calculation next page

Cominiere 1910-1960

Source : A. Paulis family papers




CALCUL DU TEMPS ECONOMISE
PAR LES TRAVAILLEURS DE LEOPOLDVILLE
UTILISANT L’AUTOBUS

1. Nombre de voyages effectués par des travailleurs: 3.031.749
2. Nombre de lignes: 16
Kilométrage total : 194 km

Kilométrage mayen par ligne: 194km: 16 = 12km.

3. En tablant sur une moyenne de 8km (2/3 du parcours moyen par
ligne], parcourus par voyageur & la vitesse horaire moyenne de
“20km/h, la durée du transport des 3.031.749 voyageurs s'éléve a:
1.212.699 heures.

4. A pied, la durée du trajet aurait été, & la vitesse horaire de 5 km, de:

4.850.795 heures.

5. L'économie de temps due au transport par T.C.L. @ donc été de:

4.850.795 h—1.212.699 h = 3.638.096 heures par mois.

6. Pour un travaillleur de Matete ou de N'Djili, communes dont est
originaire une partie importante de la main-d'ceuvre de Léopold-
ville, un trajet aller-retour, depuis son domicile jusqu’a son liev de
travail situé au centre de la ville, lui prend :

a pied : 5 heures 20'
en autobus : 1 heure 20

soit une économia de temps de 4 heures.

Par mois, |'économie de temps pour ce travailleur s'éléve ainsi a:

100 heures.

Cominiere 1910-1960

Source : A. Paulis family papers

Millions de voyageurs transportés et de kilometres parcourus

40

35

30

25

20

15

1955 1956
(5 meis)

DVoyugguu

1957

1958

1959 1960

Kilométres porcourus

Cominiere in Leo

Public transport in calculation



Cominiere - Vicicongo
Contribution to WWII Allied effort

+ Uele = strategical position in the War
+ By rail + road (Abyssinia Campaign)

+ 1927 > 1938 = constant exponential progression
(despite 1929-1931 crisis)

» 1939 > 1940 = decrease in T-km
+» 1941 > 1944 = jump in Congo-Nile War transport

+ Peak in 1943 = 43,1 millions T-km
vs 20 millions T-km in 1938)

+ 1945 > 1950 = constant linear progression

Source : A. Paulis family papers



Vicicongo 1950
Traditions & Modernity
with
JamesThiriar (1889-1965)

James Thiriar, artist + military cartographer etc.
» A talent to explore...
» 1932 : Participation to Belgian mission in Ruwenzori

In KBR (Cabinet des Estampes) + (Africa Museum, Dynasty, Post, Army,
Railway, Maison du Roi ...)

A changing world — From scarcity to trivialization

Exploring maps (“elite” field) > administrative maps > tourists (ordinary
people)

- Small > large diffusion & savings constraints
=> |t is why this cover is the only coloured in the book...

Source : A. Paulis family papers



CONGO-NIL

GUIDE DU CONGO-BELGE
ET DU RUANDA-URUNDI

1950

7"¢ édition

publié par la
SOCIETE DES CHEMINS DE FER
VICINAUX DU CONGO (VICICONGO)
avec la collaboration du
TOURING CLUB DU CONGO BELGE
(1.C.CB)

*

Les Editions Van Assche
10, RUE COLONEL BOURG
BRUXELLES 4

*

Tous droits de reproduclion

et de iraduction réservés

Copyright by A. VAN ASSCHE
éditeur

Vicicongo (Cominiere Group)
Congo-Nil 1960

J/

s = complete and essential guide + maps - 852 pages

J/

% Information on Cartographic +geodetic + aerial
photography +photogrammetry in Colony (p.425 > 428)

Logistics network + maintenance*

= Key indicators of Economical Health + Social well-being
Example in years 1950** :

Road 903(450 km) : Kamina > Kabalo (on Luabala) :

Messageries Automobiles du Sankuru (MAS) network

450 km in 8 hours with “comfortable” autobus (12 or 20 places)

Special compartment for carry-on luggage

Important luggage : by special trucks arriving at the same time

Propaganda ?

Today ? ...

Congo-Nil 1960

*

Maintenance = preventive process, planned over the mid-long run ><
Source : A. Paulis family papers ** cited in Congo-Nil p.252)

Repair = improvised, costly



CONGO BELGE et RUANDA-URUNDI

Belgian Congo + Ruanda-Urundi
Waterways + Hydro power plants

VOIES NAVIGABLES et CENTRALES HYDRO-ELECTRIQUES

« Waterways* (31-12-1948) :14.166 km

slodia Echelle lmaimeétrique,
Usine hydra-électngue,

@ en exploitalion.

O en construchon

Echelle: & en projget R
Q W0 WD 0 400Km| "

3 "_ﬁ) Ty Ir Tl ( =

: : TR 7 37T "
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Congo Nil 1950 published by Vicicongo *Honorary Chief Ir. E.J. Devroey p.35

Source : A. Paulis family papers



A 8 E F 6 ) H
Passsgelte Post ven Braszovith __,_.0 & Ligne du Fleuve Pord Francqur el Jfa-nlq‘w/h
c ond? BEACH cm;.«:a" o @ Ile aux Prerrds
. PIRT PUBLIC - e
P/an de /a ///e de 1e"ve MUSEG INDIGEN, ===\ ciT4s PORT Hr BurEAU
: Pace e Ta
Pointia Kalkive Place Leopold. ngte - PETROCOMSO
/v.;rd.-necw Py Pointe Anglaise ce® = \ OTRACO CHANTIER - NAYAL
- v ern " - o
'\ JINO"CP “ﬂvml "F"‘,’, i o Y {> da N
ECHELLE ‘ Arflmiye HEACTuerd SV _ dvenve Charles Be Gouile
AT T J L) =
© o oo o foo 1kn ehm ATe U2 El 5 ‘ L OMuELE
e e ——— s i
0 A » - - ERIE
s >
o9 AP A e 2= N 26\ AR v 2 v 1 Ties dusPecheurs _|
Y, s <
¥ P wdhtiond M 3 A \p2 \ et 1 aaraS P Suple
’«‘ ; D \ Ga.u;- s i Hard AP s
= -
2
LEGPOLRVILLE 7 e la
\’2 0 o At Ao, a:," ] = 7
Iz < e
v el Refne Z e \
'3\" Y senedere C"“.‘.?'“ gt 2 7 m‘:::s‘
3y 1 7 4 L Ilin 4 o
.‘ D Peeted [ Cercle )hp;uqu
2 )
¥ . ol COLECTRIC , gGombe b
¥ e Domseas)— 1 R""
Mont Lecpoly e T
e Liopolonile AAtuse 399700 T ¥ UrEXLEO - TEXAF S F {
l \ L‘q = =l \-/_ = ;\‘
| "Pointe oe ! Hopital ol / ~\\t;-a," STADE REINE ASTRID
L CHANIC CHANTIER WARNL / gl .s.m' L siow EaLIsE S PIER e
| N Gouvvernewr de Pryvi & e ‘H#.'h
\ graTe { / PRI rw bv" Y] g - O”l
» ".(, 3 £ £ ,09
’ eneey o CIMET/ERE & % 5 A
P “ gE
¢ 3 () * y > S ”
[ s % Armd o by
a ‘o‘u“‘:,'f s alt T DO MA INE S
/ 2L MILITAIRE § Fone -Club
i 7 - T E ' / e
e veestr” \ R
2 _C & / Blea N
cofe H =
Profrasiennelle | A g E N
| . @ Soeyn,
531% s Fronce
N o "MI‘(?"E’ TUNErY Qe
' Ao\ B 1
T g -
N ,E - Migsion Chist Re' ‘f’
3
5 it
| Y

Plon du Touring-Club du Congo Belge.

Congo Nil 1950 published by Vicicongo + Well structured + functional development plan of the town in 1950’

Source : A. Paulis family papers + A socio-politico-economic configuration, typical at this stage of Colonization



ETABLISSEMENTS ET MONUMENTS FIGURANT AU PLA N DE LEOPOLDVILLE.
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Alphabetical + zone index

Léopoldville (continued)
List of Establishments + Monuments

Sociologic aspects of the political development plan of the town
% « Quartiers indigenes »

» A well-defined socio-economic distribution between Africans +
Europeans according to their political + ethnical status

¥ Proximity to separate compact Black + White areas

% It was precursor of potential « Duesenberry » effects : somebody who
compares his assets to those of his neighbour will have a natural
tendancy to fill in the gaps in his favor (fashion, political claims)

=> Unavoidable hazards in crisis periods

Congo Nil 1950 published by Vicicongo

Source : A. Paulis family papers



LEGENDE

e Vicicongo Tourism 1950’

FRONTIERE € LA COLONIE
FRONTIESE OC PROVINCE

X4

» Lakes, natural parks, local curiosities

Q2 SHOuETRES ENTSE mirRcATIONS
_ 2 e Locaures

A = CHUTES
G = GROTTES
MEs

R/
0.0

Hotels, along major roads, railway

See list + concentrations on the map

R/
0.0

0‘0

Tourism today ?

CARTE TOURISTIOUE *
DU CONGO BELGE -
| ET DU RUANDA URUNDI = }
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REMINA

Sociéeteé Belge de Recherches Miniéres en Afrique

Soc. congol. a resp. limitée (1926) ; Equity : 10 millions francs

Seismological survey for Socol
2 documents are to be consulted here : one map + one report

Diagnosis :

Deep areas detected betw. Leopold Il Lake and Maniema (see Congolese Bowl
map)

Zones of medium interest detected along the axis Albert Lake - Edouard L. (esp.
on the side of A.L.) ; lesser priority toTanganika Lake, which is not to be left,
however (Report : Prospection pétroliére des grabens, nr 80, 09-01-1955)

Recommends a consortium rather than a single company for prospection and
exploitation of oil fields

Today RDC production : « only » 23 000 barrels/ day (Le Monde Afrique, 29-07-2022)

Published by Socol

Source : A. Paulis family papers
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Vicicongo Network
Uele (Belgian Congo NE)

Vicinal railway
Rail gauge 0,66 m

Controversy with Governor Lippens
who resigned in 1923

From Aketi to Mungbere
840 kms

Published by Vicicongo
Source : A. Paulis family papers



Vicicongo
Terminal Paulis (1934)

Rail coming to Isiro
Inauguration 31-12-1934
Celebration with FP

Chaired by Ir A. Liénart, another
key person in the project

C.F.U. = Chemin de Fer Uele

Isiro became Paulis in memory of
this promoteur with Minister
Franck

Fate of the plaque ?

Source : A. Paulis family papers



Vicicongo & Public
participations

+ A significant public financial stake in
Vicicongo’s capital

(Belgian Colony + CGER / ASLK)

Source : A. Paulis family papers
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Conclusions

Albert Paulis. A positivist contribution to « Ordre & Progres » from 1902 to 1933 ; also a legacy in subsequent fields :
% Colonial Cartography born from mixed initiatives (Public + Private in Congo Free State + Belgian Congo)
- Key factors for Development = Stability + Finance + Investments + Production + Trade + Infrastructure
- Cartography (geographical, administrative, ethnic etc.) = a decisive tool in information + taking actions
- Increasing importance of Infrastructure maps (by public + private sector) over time
- Maps (manual -> digital) = a decisive contribution to a Memory complernenting oral African Traditions
x A step-by-step process impacting Cartography
- Phase 1 (EIC-CES) : exploring fields. Astronomic coordinates by explorers (e.g. Lemaire + Paulis + etc.)
- Phase 2 (CES + BC) : Consolidation phase, automaintenance with trading compantes (e.g. Cominicre & subsidiaries)
- Phase 3 (BC) : Partial achievement. Indépendance = a serious break in projects & development
x  Mapping = an African + European collaboration
- Africa = local + visual perception + field’s knowledge. Europe = global vision + industrial force (methods, technology)

- Measurements methods = Gaps + Compromises in scientific measurements ; but drastic adjustments over time
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