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In arecent article, Stefano Bifolco
announced the forthcoming
publication of what can be considered
his magnum opus, but I think one can
safely state that nobody had expected
its publication at such short notice.!
Indeed, Stefano Bifolco, together
with Fabrizio Ronca, who is also the
co-editor of this publication, had,
only in 2014, published another major
work, dedicated Lo the inventory of
16" —century Italian topographic maps
of Italy and its regions, with detailed
descriptions of some 151 maps or 328
states.? The latter was already an
audacious initiative, but the catalogue
under discussion surpasses it by far,
comprising 1280 different maps or
2232 different stales ol topographical
maps, city plans and views, news maps
and representations of battlefields,

published in Italy in the 16" century and later. In fact, the title does not items, all maps and states have
- completely cover the catalogue content  been studied de visu by the editors
1 St.Bifolco,Raccoltadicartegeografiche  as it also discusses maps of the 15" of the calalogue who visiled over
incisa nella seconda meta del secolo XVI,  ¢entury which inspired later maps, 60 libraries all over Europe and in
posseduta dalla Biblioteca Alessandrina d 17t d 18" —century states of the United States. The following
di Roma, in W. Bracke (ed), IATO Atlases and 17"~ al.l 1 .-cen ury states o . 1(? ni e. ates. The 0. omn%.,
and Lafreri. The Roman Connection maps published in 16" -century Italy. information has been painstakingly
(Ricerche e Studi 29), Rome: societa assembled for every single map: a
g&%graffg;t%'gqg ; Academia Belgica, The catalogue is clearly the result of detailed description of the map with
- PR 1077155, 153 a titanic enterprise which has taken transcription of the map’s texts; an

2 St.Bifolco and F. Ronca, Cartografia the edilors several years and much explanation of the map’s content
rara italiana : XVl secolo. 'ltalia e | suoi . - . . . = :

. ) intellectual and financial effort to and the history of its production and
territory. Catalogo Ragionato delle Carte R . o i o
a Stampa, Rome: Edizioni Antiquarius, achieve. Except for some very rare publication; a list of different states

2014,
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(sometimes only conjectured due

to a lack of copies found); a double
bibliography of a) 16** -century
atlases that contain the map and

b) monographics and articles on

the map: a findings list of libraries
ordered according to the states of the
map (unfortunately without precise

bibliographical references of the map’s

location in the atlas). For every map a
picture is added and where different
states have been discovered, pictures
are inserted of the map’s variants
according to its state. Completing
the catalogue: a list of about hundred
16"-century atlases that have been
consulted for establishing the
catalogue, ordered by country and

by library, with bibliography; short
biographies of the engravers, printers,
editors and publishers mentioned in
the catalogue, in alphabetical order;
a general bibliography of works cited
in the catalogue; and, finally, an index
of proper names. Furthermore, the
first volume contains 6 introductory
essays which should cover the variety
of cartographic items found in the
catalogue: the Ptolemaic tradition
and its updates; maps of cities and
islands; measuring instruments

and world maps. After a rapid and
rather heterogeneous overview ol
medieval world maps and the location
of Paradise, portolans, explorations,
the origin of engraving and map
printing in Florence, Rome, Venice,
Naples and Siena, wall maps (with
too many quotations from secondary
literature in my view) by Clemente
Marigliani (Lincamenti di cartografia
tra Medioevo e Rinascimento : dalle
mappe manoscritte a quelle a stampa
[cartographic features belween the
Middle Ages and the Renaissance:
[rom manuscript maps Lo printed
ones|, 13-64), Fabio Fatichenti and
Gaia Andreozzi discuss in detail

the different editions of Ptolemy’s
Geographia (or Cosmographia as it
was often referred to) with particular
attention to the 1477 edition by
Domenico de’ Lapi in Bologna, the
Roman edition by Arnold Buckinck

SteFarn Bifolkay

TH RARA TTAL

b iz Rones

The publication of 2014 by S. Bifolco and F. Ronca

and Konrad Sweynheym of 1478,

the Berlinghieri edition of 1482 in
Florence, the Roman edition by Marco
Beneventano and Giovanni Cotta,
printed by Vernardinus de Vitablibus
for Evangelista Tosino of 1507, the
Venetian edition by Silvano da Eboli
of 1511 and Gastdali’s edition printed
by Nicolo’ Bascarini for Giovanni
Battista Pedrezano in Venice in 1548
(Specificila, fortuna e auctoritas del
canone tolemaico |Particularities,
fortune and auctoritas of the Ptolemaic
canon], 65-115). In his contribution on
maps of cities and fortresses, Stefano
Bifolco (Citta e Fortezze Principali del
Mondo. Le prime raccolte italiane di
cartografia urbana e gliisolari del
XVI secolo [Main cities and fortresses
of the world. The first Italian atlases
of cities and isles of the 16" century],
116-152) concentrates on the first
town books printed in Italy from 1567
onwards, those published by Forlani
and Zenoi, up to Pietro Bertelli’s
Theatrum Urbium Italicarum (1599).
They account for many of the additions
to Ronald V. Tooley’s inventory of
Italian maps, to which I will return
later on. Andrea Cantile (Metodi e
strumenti del rilevamento urbano

e territoriale nel Rinascimento
(Methods and instruments for
measuring cities and territories in

the Renaissance], 153-164) discusses
gcometrical treatises in Italy (15"-

16" ¢.) and briefly describes scientific
instruments such as the quadrant,

the quadrato geometrico, the compass
and the Tabula practoriana. Annalisa
D’Ascenzo basically updates her study
of Urbano Monti, trattato universale
decscrittione e sito de tutta la terra
sin qui conosciuta, on which she has
published a monography in 2012 (I

piu grandi planisferi in proiezione
polare della prima eta moderna
(XVI-XVII secolo) |The largest world
maps in polar projection of the carly
modern time (16"-17" ¢.)] , 165-184) and
Alessandro Signoretti (Copyright nel
Rinascimento : il privilegio [Copyright
in the Renaissance: the privilege],
186-194) explains the complex history
of printing, in particular print making,
and its privileges in Venice and in
Rome, both being the most important
printing cities of Italy in the 16™
century.

David Woodward has without
doubt delivered the most relevant
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The 3-volumes publication of 2018 by S. Bifolco and F. Ronca

contributions to the history of the
[talian map markel in the Renaissance,
but the work which is most often cited
in scholarly studies on Italian maps

of the 16™ century is the inventory by
Tooley published in Imago Mundi in
1939.2 This list of over 600 maps is far
from complele and in large part based
on information found in secondary
literature. During his lifetime Tooley
himself was continuously updating

3« Maps in Italian Atlases of the Sixteenth
Century, Being a Comparative List of the
Italian Maps issued by Lafreri, Forlani,
Duchetti, Bertelli and Others, Found in
Atlases”, Imago Mundi 6 (1939), pp. 12-47.
For Woodward's publications, see the
bibliography in W. Bracke (ed.), IATO
Atlases and Lafreri, op. cit., p. 23.

the invenlory. This second, enlarged,
version was never published though
and until recently was even considered
to be lost. Somehow Stefano Bifolco
was able to trace this version. study

it and use it for his own catalogue.
And so, the latter respecls Tooley’s
ordering of the maps and starts with
world maps, which are followed by
maps of countries and regions, to
finish with urban cartography, all
assembled by continent and ordered
alphabetically and chronologically. As
Bifolco wriles himsell in the preface,
his catalogue could be called ‘The new
Tooley’, and as such replace the old
Tooley.

(Toos3 35

T
o gl concsioe el Bk b,

As already the numbers given in Lhe
first paragraph ol this review indicale,
the Catalogue is far more complete
than the 1939 inventory. It is also much
more coherent and precise. For every
single item, the authors address the
difficult question of what map is to be
considered an edition and what maps
are just different states of one and

the same edition. The result of this
questioning allows them to link maps
with different imprints to a single
edition and separate others thal until
now have been considered different
states of the same edition. They also
clarify relationships between various
editions and editors, comparing the
results of their reading of secondary
literature at hand to their own
findings based on their rich census. In
so doing they could, more than once,
on the basis of material evidence and
using existing inventories of various
print shops, identify maps bearing

no imprint and even speculate on
editions and states of which no copy
has been found so far. Lastly, the
authors include some 17"-century
(and exceptionally even 18""-century)
publishers we do not find in Tooley.

As predictably in the future references
will be no longer to Tooley but rather
to Bifolco-Ronca, to help readers in
their research for information on a
specific map (and its different states)
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which in literature is until now
referred to with Tooley’s list number,
we have drawn up a concordance
between Tooley’s number and Bifolco’s;
it can be found helow.

In its careful reading of every single
state of a map, in its particular
altention for the extraordinary

and the exceplional, in the small
number of printed copies (only 350),
the catalogue shows the interest

of amap dealer writing for map
collectors and devotees. This book is
no doubt of the outmost importance
to all scholars interested in maps
and their production, in the Italian
print business in the Renaissance,
the history of cartography, and the
history of collecting maps and prints,
then and now. In this regard and on a
personal level, I regret that hardly any
indication is given of the watermarks
on the maps. This would have been

a great help to my own research,
continuing David Woodward’s
fundamental study on this topic, based
on watermarks and offsets, in order
to better understand the Italian map
business of the second half of the 16"
century and the production of the so-
called IATO atlases.

The cataloguc is definitely worth its
price. As only 350 copies have been
printed, I suppose a reprint or a new
edition will soon be necessary. Now
that the fundamentals have been laid
down, many more maps will come

to light, buried in some library or
cherished in some private collection.
If the authors were to opt for a new
edition, I would like to suggest having
a closer look at the transcriptions of
the Latin texts found on the maps as
they need some serious amending.

AL

N 978-88-909-3761-3

¥€.600,00

Wouter Bracke
wouter.bracke@kbr.be
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Concordance Tooley — Bifolco/Ronca
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