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Dear Map Friend,

As every May, after the Annual General Meeting , the ‘BIMCC News’ column carries two
significant items : the annual report of the previous year, and the adjustments in the Circle’s
management and programme. Both underline the large spectrum of topics on maps, atlases,
town-views we have covered in the past and will continue to offer to our Members, and
demonstrates our determination to become more efficient in the Circle’s day-to-day
operations. As you will see, our new Treasurer Pierre Mattelaer will also act as Membership
Secretary — so please communicate with him directly on all current matters, details on p. 16 .
Those of our members who have not yet responded to Pierre’s call for renewal of their
subscription are invited to do so by 15 August. Membership cards will be sent out with the
September Newsletter.

The present issue is also the last one produced in this, shall we say, somewhat antiquated way,
(being a true reflection of my limited capacities in this domain) : our new Editor, Brendan
Sinnott, will present the September Newsletter in a different, more streamlined format using
the most modern publishing techniques. And : hopefully the post of Secretary can be filled
soon.

At the end of a long, wintry Spring let me wish you a happy and sunny Summer Season !
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Pictures at an Exhibition

From Surveyor’s Chain to GPS - Van sleepketting tot GPS —
an interesting exhibition in Ghent

Surveyors and cartographers have always used Then comes a stand with water levelling
all kinds of peculiar instruments. They needed instruments starting with the traditional ones
these in order to ascertain and determine the fitted with a plumb line or with air bulbs,
distances, the boundaries, the extent or form of further levelling tools with  so-called
the territories by linear and angular collimators (1881) and to end the very
measurements applying the principles of sophisticated so-called levelling with what is
geometry or trigonometry. Other instruments known as coincidity reading (1960).

were used to determine the longitude and Last but not least an entire array of surveyor’s
latitude. poles, prismas, theodolites and compasses,
The linear measurements were done by means pantometers, Dutch circles (1780), is exposed.
of a surveyor’s chain, rods, and odometers, and The exhibition is finally illustrated by different
the angular measurements by means of a cross types of fine maps of the recent time: maps by
staff or back staff, plane tables with alidades, L. Capitaine (1795), Philippe Vandermaelen

gnomons, theodolites, astrolabes, etc. Other

additional instruments included the water
level-instruments, the compasses, and also
clocks and since 1769 the accurate watch (J.
Harrison). Only in the middle of the 19th
century came change in this array of
instruments thanks to the new techniques
acquired after 1850. It is the aim of the
exhibition "Van sleepketting 1ot GGPS" (From
surveyor’s chain to GPS) held at the Museum
of Surveyors' Instruments of the RUG
(Rijksuniversiteit of Gent) to display mainly
this second generation of instruments,
comparing them with some traditional ones.

One sees for instance a classic surveyor’s
chain (1890) next to an INVAR-wire of 24

meters long on a drum (invar is an alloy of

nickel and steel with almost no coefficient of (1873), P. Popp (different cadastral maps of
expansion for very accurate measurements), or Belgian communes of 1855-1870), a series of
new instruments for optical distance measuring maps of historical importance from both World
as the Moinot type tachymeter (1880), the Wars, and finally maps of the "Dépot de la
Quinemant type with prismas (1922), the Guerre" which was the precursor of the
Sanguet tachymeter (1951), or the electronic codﬂempora:y MGI (Military Geographical
Disto, Leica (1997), all for very precise Institute) and the IGN (Institut Géographique
measuring. With the last one measurements are National).

made within one second up to 100 meters, with Anybody with some interest in the making of
a precision of 5 mm! maps will enjoy admiring this interesting
Next stand shows old and more modern assembled array of the traditional and more
sextants with rapid read-offs and, of course, recent instruments for cartographic use. A
the already well known GPS instruments (used catalogue is available with an interesting
e.g. in nautical sports): the regular ones and the introduction (Dorikens, Dewulf, Demaeyer)
more advanced for professionnal use. These where one may find an explanatory note on the
are all fine instruments which give very precise above mentioned instruments. J. De Graeve,
readings of angles or of the exact location on known to the members of our Circle for his
earth (tracing longitude and latitude) with a lecture on map projections on ancient maps
precision of less than 10 m , even down to | (Second Study Session, 19th Feb. 2000), was
cm  (for the Pentax/Leica 9500 Real-time, on the advisory board of this exhibition.

1997) !




This exhibition is held at the Museum voor de
Geschiedenis  van  de  Wetenschappen,
Krijgslaan 281, S30, B-9000 Gent; whose
Director is Professor M. Dorikens. Tel 09-
264.49.30. e-mail:

Further reading (extract from the catalogue) :

maurice.dorikens@rug.ac.be
Open: November 20, 2000 — July 31, 2001.
Hours: 10-12.30 and 13.30-17.00 h., weekdays

only.

J.A. Bennett & O. Brown. The Compleat Surveyor (Whipple Museum, 1982)

Deumlich F., Surveying Instruments (de Gruyter, Berlin — New-York, 1980)

Hewitt R., Guide to site surveying. (London, 1972)

H.C. Pouls, Winkelkruis — Astrolabium - Hollandse Cirkel (Geodesia, 1979)

De Wulf A., Cursus Topografie (RUG, 1984-1985)

Lloyd A. Brown, 7he Story of Maps.(New-York, 1949)

Mosselmans J. et al., De Landt-meeters van de XVie tot XVIlle ecuw in onze Provincies (Bibl.

Albert I, Brussel, 1976)

Pierre Mattelaer

Exploring places with maps

Visit of the Freundeskreis fiir Kartographié in der Stiftung PreuBischer
Kulturbesitz e.V. to Trier and Bitburg from 30 March to 1April 2001

The Spring event of the Freundeskreis fiir
Kartographie — let me translate this as Friends
of Cartography in the absence of an official
translation of the association’s name — took the
40 plus participating members first to Trier for
a visit on 31 March of the public library and
then, on 1 April, to Bitburg to visit the private
map and atlas collection of Dr Thomas
Niewodniczanski.
A. Guided tour of Trier city and its
Library
Trier, or Augusta Treverorum, on its own 1is
already well worth a visit. It lies to day in the
Federal state of Rhineland-Palatinate and 1s the
first German city met by the Mosel river after
leaving France and flowing along the eastern
side of Luxembourg. Founded in the 1" ¢. BC
by the Romans, Trier became the capital of the
Western Roman Empire towards the end of the
g century comprising QGallia, the Iberian
Peninsula, Germania and Britannica. Thus it
boasts to-day some of the finest Rorhan
antiquities in Northern Europe amongst which
one counts the Porta Nigra, a huge gateway,
the Aula Palatina, part of the former imperial
palace of Constantine the Great, the Imperial
Baths which were the largest in the Roman
Empire after the ones of Caracalla and
Diocletian in Rome, and an amphitheatre
which could seat approximately 20 000
spectators. It is the oldest German city.
It was in these fine historical surroundings and
atmosphere that the Freundeskreis met to share
a lovely and convivial meal in the evening of
30 March and then to meet the following
morning for a visit of the city library.

Maps and Manuscripts

The city library emerged after the closure of
the Landesbibliothek (library of the Federal
State). After the secularisation of convents and
cloisters it was under the supervision of France
in the early 19" century. A particularity of the
library can be seen in the fact that it hosts first
documents from the 8" c. particularly relating
to the wedding of Charlemagne. They own 30
Carolingian manuscripts and about 2500
incunabula including a Gutenberg bible. The
library contents mostly stem from convents
and are in Latin. Quite a number of the
manuscripts were obtained by the bibliophile
lawyer Johanna Peter Job Hermes who donated
in 1830/32 his library of 22 000 volumes to the
Trier city library.

We were shown a T-O world map surrounded
by 9 circles and depicting the schematised
world; a collation volume of manuscripts of
the 11th c. coming from the St. Matthias
cloister again holding a T-O map containing
the words “ Die Welt hat 4 Ecken” (“The
world has 4 corners”). We could admire a
fragment of a 1440 map of the southern coast
of Spain made after Ptolemy; a Giucciardini
town atlas; a De Wit atlas of 1661 with all the
maps hightened in gold; a Cellarius celestial
atlas of 1661 in contemporary colour hightened
in gold and a number of more local and
regional maps of and around Trier, some of
them rare and of high interest, notably the
“Topograhie  von  der  Churfiirstlicher
Residentz-Stadt Trier” drawn by M. Lortz of
1784, and a lovely plan by Seutter of the area.




The Coronelli Globes

The two Coronelli globes, one terrestrial, one
celestial, were no doubt the highlight of the
visit to the town library. They are dated 1688
and 1693, respectively and were dedicated in
1699 to the Trier Prince Elector Johann Hugo
von Orsbeck. Measuring 110 c¢m in diameter
they were restored in 1984 by experts coming
from Trier and the Vienna National Library.
Splendidly coloured in contemporary colour,
they amaze by their movement, the layout of
their images and minute detail. The celestial
globe contains 24 signs of the zodiac of the
Southern and 23 of the Northern Hemisphere
with explanations and text in five languages,
i.e. Italian, French, Latin, Greek and Arabic.
The globes come to the Prince Elector via
Holland and it is likely that he donated them to
embellish the new library of the Trier Jesuit
College. They resided there till 1957 when
they were placed into the newly built city
library. They are kept in specially made
showcases.

The afternoon was spent on a guided city walk.
Those interested in a visit may contact the
Stadtbibliothek Trier, Weberbachstrasse 25,
D-54290 Trier, Tel. ++49-651/718.24.30.
Open between Easter and October from
Monday to Friday, 13 - 17 h, Saturday 10 - 13
h ; rest of the year : Wednesdays 13 — 17 h.

B. The Niewodniczanski Collection

On 1 April, the group, making good use of an
ample number of private cars, made their way
to Bitburg lying about 35 km Northeast of
Trier. The day before we all had received the
bad news that our host had been hospitalised
some time earlier to undergo a rather difficult
surgery on his knee; there had been
complications and Thomas Niewodniczanski
was not as well as one would have expected.
His wife however, gave participants a warm
welcome; despite Thomas’ absence everything
had been prepared to make the Freundeskreis’
visit well worth the effort. Two collaborators
of Dr. Niewodniczanski, Ms. Schulte, a
librarian and Mr. Kusizca (spelling not
confirmed), a young Polish historian,
introduced what we were going to see.

Born in Vilnius in 1933, Niewodniczanski over
the past 35 odd years has made it his aim to
compile what he considered to be the most
important artefacts on Polish history in terms
of books, atlases, maps, compendia on Polish
history, individual documents related to Poland
etc. With Polish history so closely related to
Germany’s, a wealth of German maps and
atlases are part of his collection. In summary,

the collection to day comprises some 3 500
individual sheets of maps about Poland and the
surrounding areas covering not only Germany
but also the Baltic States. The Germanica
count about 1 000 pieces, both maps and
atlases; there are approximately 20 000 books,
atlases, books on geography, on the history of
literature and other historical documents,
letters and Napoleonica.

The maps on display illustrated the passion,
devotion and energy spent on the collection,
not to mention the funds and the time needed
to put it all together, to collate it, and put it into
a systematic order. The show was
overwhelming: maps, maps everywhere, wall
maps of the world by Visscher, Kaerius, and
Waldseemiiller, maps of Europe by Hondio
and Kaerius, a Kaerius portolan chart of
Europe of 1631 representing one plate on four
sheets of paper joined before printing — this
being the only one known copy -; a sea-chart
of Sardinia of 1588 on vellum and Kaerius’
Nova et Accurata Geographica ......Descriptio
inferioris Germania; and three (Belgian) Lion
Maps.

Regarding atlases, we were fortunate to see
several atlases by Mercator, Ortelius, and in
excellent condition, a first issue of De Jode’s
Speculus Orbis Terrarum.

The above items are only a small selection of
those on display and struck the undersigned’s
attention — they were not necessarily the most
important by whatever yardstick one could
apply.

Some experts in the group stated they had
never seen a private collection of this
magnitude before, indeed it appears that the
Niewodniczanski collection is the largest
collection in private hands in Europe, if not
worldwide.

The close to three hour visit was concluded
with drinks and a gift from the host: a
facsimile copy of his map of Germany Nova
Germaniae Descriptio.... by George Lily and
Michele Tramezzino — Rome 1553.

This had been a cartographic weekend of the
kind that would most certainly stay in our
minds for a long time.

Rolph Langlais

The BIMCC has also been invited by Dr
Niewodniczanski to  visit  his  prestigious
collection, and the Circle will be most happy to
include this in its future programme — more
details in a forthcoming Newsletter.



Have map — will travel

-

‘Maps in Moscow  April 2001

Ten days spent in Moscow gave me the
opportunity to visit three places where
maps are displayed: two museums and a
temporary exhibition. I have no knowledge
of Russian but I made some effort in the
direction of the Cyrillic alphabet. In a few
situations it is sufficient to understand the
nature of the presented items.

In the Historical Museum of Moscow a
dozen maps of the city are on display
including Moscovia Urbs  Metropolis
Totius Russiae Albae dated 1610 with the
name of Sigismundi III in the cartouche, a
XVI" ¢. map headed MOSCAVW, a XVII"
century map of Kitacgrad and Tsargrad,
maps of Moscow dated 1812, 1813, 1856,
and a city map dated 1916. The different
Moscow maps show the evolution of the
city. The early maps present a city
surrounded by walls just at the confluent of
two rivers; the Moskva flows along the
southern side and the Neglina flows along
the northwestern fortifications. On a 1598
map a ditch filled with water appears on
the eastern wall. A 1613 map shows three
concentric ramparts and a Kremlin
containing no more city houses, only
palaces and churches. On a 1739 map the
city has definitely expanded outside the
walls.

The Historical Museum presents a few
maps: Noteburg, Lake Ladoga and the
river Neva, the city of Riga during a siege,
Novgorod, a Blaeu globe of 1690 under
restoration (dia. approx. 1,80 m), maps of
the Empirc and also a nice little spherical
box with a globe inside as well as some
topographical instruments like a sundial
with a compass.

History and maps: Russian cartography
three centuries ago is an exhibition
housed in the above-mentioned museum.
According to the information received, it
will remain open till June 2001. A 12-sheet

pamphlet in Russian is available at the
desk.

Approximately forty-five maps and one
globe are on display. All of them are from
the XVII™ century. The visitor will find
manuscripts and printed maps of Moscow,
St Petersburg, the Caspian Sea, the Gulf of
Bothnia, the Pont Euxin, the Sea of Azov
as well as maps of Europe and the Atlantic
ocean, maps of naval combats, a Plan de
bataille in der Moldau, a 1787 sea chart of
the Aleutians Islands with soundings, a
map of the siege of Ismaél, now Izmayil at
the head of the Danube delta, a 1793 route
map of the Empire with distances between
stopping places, a 1793 map of the
Caucasus Mountains with very fine
shading for the ground surface, a 1783 and
an 1800 Empire atlas, a Kamchatkan map,
different maps of the course of the Volga
river, a Konstantino Polia map, and many
others.

Among the many aspects that attracted my
curiosity were the different longitude
references, the transcriptions of names of
places in Western Europe with, for
example, a distinction between Luttich and
Liege, wind roses with their N, S, W and E
designations  and  various filigrees,
decorated cartouches, etc.

Let me add that a 2001 calendar, 42 x 60
cm, with reproductions of twelve maps
from 1549 to 1999, is for sale in museums
and important bookshops.

Modern Russian maps are present in the
bookshops: maps of the country of course
but also maps of Europe and the World
with toponyms in Russian (unusual for me
in this case). Maps of the XX" century are
also for sale in the Izmailovo open-air
market, sort of marché aux puces.

Pierre C. Parmentier



« BOOKS ON MAPS »
Review of the Third BIMCC Study Session, 17 -2 - 2001

Forty map enthusiasts ... and no map at all to
be seen! The Third BIMCC Study Session
organized on February 17", 2001 was
dedicated to books on maps. During the
morning part of this session, four speakers had
the mission to present their choice of around
ten reference books. The afternoon was
dedicated to a book exhibition and sale.

Wulf Bodenstein opened this study session and
introduced the speakers: Joost Depuydt from
Belgium, Marco van Egmond from the
Netherlands, Héléne Richard from France, and
Francis Herbert from Britain. He also
presented the hand-out especially prepared for
the occasion in the form of a bibliography (74
entries) of which some copies are still
available (please contact the Circle).

The interesting selection of Belgian books
presented by Joost Depuydt (Historian, UFSIA
University Antwerpen) followed different
themes: the major mapmakers, manuscript
maps, cities and countryside, coffee table
books and cartobibliography. For the
afternoon display, the speaker brought other
basic works " **

Marco van Egmond (Historian of Cartography,
Utrecht University) divided the books of his
choice into theoretical or methodological
works, general works, cartobibliographies and
facsimiles. This is an interesting arrangement
for the beginning amateur.

Hélene Richard (Director , Département Cartes
et Plans, Bibliothéque Nationale de France,
Paris) was unfortunately unable to come. Wulf
Bodenstein presented her preferences: a first
order French research in historical cartography,
one theoretical approach of cartography,
studies about atlases, portolans, the Cassini

map, postal routes and marine cartography,
two companion books to exhibitions.

The picking of Francis Herbert (Curator of
Maps at the Royal Geographical Society,
London) started where he originated, i.e. with
maps of London, and expanded, with another
fourteen books, all around: England, British
Isles, Europe, North America, the World, the
Oceans and the Heavens.

A majority of the books presented are
dedicated to the historical aspects of
cartography; the probable reason of this resides
in the fact that our public is mainly oriented
towards ancient maps and not particularly
interested in the contemporary production.
Significant in the different choices is the fact
that all books are quite recent and generally
easily available; from the forty-five books
presented, thirty-two were published in the
nineties or more recently. It means that the
activity in the field of the history of
cartography is quite intense in the concerned
countries.

But for certain speakers, studies from the years
1980 are already considered as outdated *. In
some cases, the maps presented are coming
from one source only and other possible
sources are not considered despite the fact that
the title is general °. According to the
comments, many archives and libraries have
still to be scrutinized.

Worth mentioning is the fact that many of
them are not very expensive books. It is
possible to compose a personal collection of
reference works for a moderate amount of
money. The text itself of certain books is
available via Internet °.

It is interesting to note the different ways the

Speakers : Marco van Egmond. Joost Depuydt and Francis Herbert




speakers have
categorized the
books: it can help
the newcomer to
start  with  his
readings or his
collection.

We have noticed
that many books
are the result of a
collective  effort.
Individual  works
are still numerous
but the scope of
many studies can
only be carried by
teamwork.

A few books are
part of important
series; they are
items of year-long |
enterprises; certain |
are interrupted by

Referenée Book EXhition and ale

PR

lack of support but

many others are coming to an end !

An aspect not to be underestimated with books
of reference is the need of indexes (places and
toponyms, personal names, analytical, authors,
etc.), lists of illustrations, glossaries and
bibliographies: they are not always present and
this denotes an important omission.

A category of books was not presented during
this Study Session: the auction catalogues.

One aspect at least is common to all the
authors presented and our speakers (authors
themselves...): maps fascinated them all.

Pierre C. Parmentier

! Les militaires et la cartographie des Pays-Bas
méridionaux et de la Principauté de Liége a la fin
du XVIF et au XVIIF siécle by Claire Lemoine-
Isabeau

% La cartographie du territoire belge de 1780 a
1830 entre Ferraris et le Dépit de la Guerre de
Belgique by Claire Lemoine-Isabeau

3 La carte de Belgique et I'Institut cartographique
Militaire (Dépot de la Guerre) 1830-1914 by Claire
Lemoine-Isabeau

‘Geschiedenis van de kartographie van Nederland
by Cornelis Koeman

* Topografische kaarten van Nederland voor 1750
by M. Donkersloot-de Vrij

¢ Antique Maps by Carl Moreland and David
Bannister at

http://www antiquemaps.co.uk/book/contents.html
" Carte de cabinet des Pays-Bas autrichiens [...]
levée a I'initiative du Comte Joseph de Ferraris
edited by Pro Civitate

OF MICE AND MAPS — CD-ROMs reviewed

John Steinbeck isn’t around any imore to
quarrel with my cheap pun — [’ll ask his
forgiveness, anyway. But it’s a fact that many
men these days count a mouse, sometimes
mice, among their basic equipment for
pleasure or for work, be it in the office or at
home. Not surprising then that CD-ROMs
should have invaded the map specialist’s
electronic environment also, and 1 gladly
include the Ladies, too.

You may recall that mention was made .,
during our recent Study Session « Books on

Maps », of the monumental task accomplished
by four generations of Cassinis: the
establishment of a map of France on a uniform
scale (1 : 86.400) in 181 sheets, started in 1760
(on the basis of preliminary survey work
dating back to the middle of the 17" century)
and finalized only in 1815. Reproductions of
these map sheets, each measuring 59 x 90 cm,
are still available from the French Institut
Géographique National (IGN, 107 rue de la
Boétie, F-75008 Paris). The IGN has now gone
a step further and reproduced these 181 sheets




on two CD-ROMs, one for the North, the other
for the South of France, the border line being
roughly between La Rochelle and Geneva. The
nine map sheets traversed by this artificial line
are, of course, present on both CDs.

On opening the file one finds, side-by-side, a
map of France composed of all 181 sheets, to
find one’s way around the geography. Next to
it is a schematic map of France divided into its
(modern) Départements, the part being
reproduced by the CD (North or South)
coloured in yellow. A linear scale bar appears
beneath this map. In order to view any part of
the Cassini map in detail one can either click
into the Département represented on the
schematic map or use a scroll-bar at the top to
select a specific map sheet by name and
number, that is of the Cassini map, not the
Département. Into the map thus selected one
may zoom using icons displayed, to the point
of exceeding original size of map data, which
seems a bit superfluous, especially since the
data get blurred.

But it’s easy to home into a specific part of the
map, to select a window of the map displayed

for a print-out (see the illustration), or for
further processing. Scrolling in the cardinal
directions (North-South, East-West) is fast,
regardless of zoom setting ; a dynamic scale
bar, in km, automatically adjusts to the effects
of the zoom.

There are many more features available,
especially for editing (and exporting) parts of
the map. [ happened to discover this twin set of
CD-ROMs on a stand at a meeting of
Genealogists in France, where the pair were
offered for FF 395, whilst a single one sells for
FF 245. The companion guide of 10 pages, in
French, 1s well done and proved to be most
helpful to beginners like myself.

(Orders from C.DIP., 16 rue de la
République, F-95570 Bouffemont ; Tel ++33-
1-34.39.12.12, e-mail fr@cdip.com, web-site
www.cdip.com - Note that this Company
produces the CDs under licence from the IGN).

Wulf Bodenstein
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