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Dear Map Friends,

We wish all our readers a very prosperous and fruitful 2002. As last
year was an active year, we will endeavour to make this year also as
attractive for our Members, Sponsors and Benefactors.
Our initial programme is very varied, beginning with our Study
Session in St Michel on Saturday, 23 February — the details and
registration forms are enclosed with this issue — you may, of course,
use this occasion to also pay your annual subscription, thus saving
yourself further trouble. The theme of our Study Session is :
“Cartography with a purpose — Maps for strategies in times of war and
peace”.
Wulf Bodenstein has indicated in his article in this issue major
forthcoming events, which are very varied. Together with the
indications on forthcoming auctions, one can map out one's
cartographic Diary for this year.
This issue contains a wealth of information on the events both
European and North American at which our members participated.
Johan Vanvolsem visited St Amand Montrond, the geographic centre
of France, to join the French Topography Association for two days of
exploring French cartography from the 18" Century to the 21%.
Johan's account of the French Meridian explains much of the origin of
the work of the French pioneers in the midst of the Revolutionary
upheavals in the 1790ies.
We had two events in October — firstly, our excursion to Rotterdam —
Wulf's article shows the great body of cartographic treasure which the
Dutch retain in the maritime field. Rolph Langlais describes his
participation at the IMCoS Symposium in Chicago with the
cooperation of the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee. This event
was both of relevance to historic aspects of cartography — such as the
important private map collections in the United States of Early
European maps but also for the expansive lecture on “Looking into
the Future of Historic Maps: the Internet and GIS". Worth noting is
the planned meeting in Nurnberg on 19 September 2002 to visit the
Homan collection; we will give more details to members in our next
Newsletter.

Brendan Sinnott, Editor

NB: Please note change of date for our Map Evening — 27" April 2002
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The BIMCC is pleased to acknowledge sponsorship support from .

D.R. Duncker
Meysberg 12
NL-4861 BP Chaam

Tel ++31/16/149.20.08
e-mail: dieter.duncker@wxs.nl

Old maps, prints, atlases
and
illustrated books

Henri Godts
Av. Louise 230/6
B-1050 Brussels

Tel ++32/(0)2/647.85.48
Fax ++32/(0)2/640.73.32

Dealer and Auctioneer of rare books,
manuscripts, maps and atlases
Info from : info@godts.com
Catalogues can be seen on:www.godts.com
Next auction April 2002

La Route du Papier
Av. des Mimosas 83
B-1150 Brussels

Tel ++32/(0)2/733.53.57
Fax ++32/(0)2/735.59.20
e-mail: info@laroutedupapier.com

www.laroutedupapier.com
Supplier of equipment and materials for the
conservation and restoration
of books, maps, prints, photographs, etc.

Galerij der Kempen
Kongoplein 12
B-2300 Turnhout

Tel /Fax-++32/(0)14/41.78.58

Two auctions per year of old books,
maps, atlases and works of art.

Exact date & Catalogue on request

RIS ANTIQUE GLOBES/
RESTORATION STUDIO

Paul Peters B.V.
Weverweg 9, NL—6961 Eerbeek
Tel ++31/313-65.44.66
Fax ++31/313-65.58.82 www.

paulpeters.demon.nl
Large stock of historically important globes,
armillary spheres, planetaria, maps.
Restoration of paper, leather, vellum, charters

Antiquariaat Ben Hoepelman

Old maps, atlases
and
travel books

Domaine de Ferrieres
F-84220 MURS

Tel ++33/490.72.07.06
Fax ++33/490.72.06.97
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24" Colloquium of the Association Frangaise de Topographie (AFT),
5" to 7™ October 2001

We participated in an unforgettable
cartographic weekend in St Amand Montrond,
in the geographic centre of France, "Opening
the 3™ Millenium of the AFT 2002-2004", with
the lively theme "Topography and cartography
for rural areas and medium-sized cities; future
techniques in everyday life".

We were invited by André Bailly, President of g%

AFT and Francois Bodin, President of
Géometres Sans Frontieres to the 24"
Colloquium, with two action-packed days
devoted to professionally-oriented subjects,
such as GIS, Aeronautical

Photography, |

ingénieurs géographes de 1800", "Le passage
au systeme meétrique vu a travers I'école” and

Cartography, GPS and of course, general [

topography.

This delightful event brought past and present
together in a splendid setting. We began by
viewing the work of the measuring team of
Delambre and Mechain, in historical guise and
their instruments. Delambre and Mechain
founded the French Meridian between 1792 —
1798, during the revolutionary period.  They
used an area of 1000 km, with 80 triangles, 2
bases and 7 astronomic stations or positions,
with a repetition circle and a closing accuracy
of between 1" and 3", which became, in 1799
the basis of the definitive decimal meter. We
could also admire modern ballet dancers, using
GPS equipment, dancing around the Pole de
I'Or, a futuristic conference centre in St Amand
Montrond, a jewel of a city.

There were numerous exhibitions, "Dessine-
moi une carte", "Les instruments historiques de
la géodésie", "Aquarelles géodésiques des

also "Histoire du signal de Ripolle/Vesdun".
We also witnessed the inauguration of the
restored topographic signal of Ripolle on the hill
at Peu de Vesdun, with the inauguration of first
part of the walk of the Meridian of Paris, with a
pleasant picnic in the Maison de Patrimoine of
Morlac.

Our weekend took place in the charming
picturesque landscape of the Cher, between
Bourges, Nevers and Clermont Ferrand. St
Amand Montrond has a good choice of hotels
and the fine old Abbey of Noirlac is nearby.
Well worth a detour, as Michelin would say;
Bourges, only 44 km away, itself a Unesco
Heritage City, is also a good place to visit.

Johan Vanvolsem

IMCoS Symposium in Chicago
A brief Report by Rolph Langlais

IMCoS, jointly with The American Geographical So-
ciety Collection of the University of Wisconsin-
Milwaukee, The Newberry Library, The Chicago
Map Society and the Map Society of Wisconsin had
invited to the 2001 International Symposium. De-
spite the tragic events of 11 September, more than
130 participants attended. The festivities began in
the Newberry library on 11 October with a tour of
the library followed in the evening by the presenta-
tion of the Fourteenth Kenneth Nebenzahl, Jr., Lec-
tures in the History of Cartography,

A Taste for Maps.
Mary Pedley, of Bel et Utile fame, opened the ses-
sion with a speech on “Getting to Market: From Map
to Print in London and Paris” which left the audience
stunned by the wealth of information she had re-
searched. After a good night's rest, which many of
us needed (be-cause of the jet lag), Mary Pedley
continued her lectures the following morning on 12
October, with the topics of “Giving Pleasure to the
Public: Adding Up the Cost” and “Good Map/Bad
Map: Telling the difference”. She presented much
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anecdotal information thus making the presentations
enormously interesting and fascinating.

David Woodward — University of Wisconsin-
Madison, on 13 October, opened the next round of
talks with research on “The Map Trade in Sixteenth-
Century ltaly, The Role of Immigrants in the ltalian
map Trade.” A lively presentation of detective-like
research left the audience enthusiastic. Peter van
der Krogt — Universiteit Utrecht, then lead the audi-
ence through the vicissitudes of Dutch map trade
by elaborating on "Hondius-Janssonius vs. Blaeu:
Competition in Amsterdam.” He concluded that
maps were rare and expensive works for scholars
and not affordable by the general public, the com-

Some celebrities in attendance (l. to r.):
James Akermann, David Woodward, Markus Heinz, Mary
Pedley, Kenneth Nebenzahl and wife, Peter van der Krogt
Photo : Rolph Langlais

mercialisation of cartographic products went at the
expense of quality leaving open the question
whether or not publishers at times exerted a certain
censorship and distorted the information as can be
seen when comparing various language versions of
the same item.

Markus Heinz of Staatsbibliothek Berlin-
Preussischer Kulturbesitz, finished the morning ses-
sion of the Nebenzahl lectures by presenting the ,
Commercial Aspects of the Map Trade in Eight-
eenth-Century Germany.” This is a subject not
much covered in Germany. The most important map
publishers were Homann in Nurnberg, Seutter in
Augsburg and Schreiber in Leipzig. In the Germany
of the 18" century there was no one cartographer
for the whole country, but there many that served
the needs of the multitude of independent states
that made up the Reich.

The 20" International Symposium of the
International Map Collectors’ Society

It started off on 13™ October with welcoming re-
marks by Jim Akerman, Director, The Hermon
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Dunlap Smith Center for the History of Cartogra-
phy, The Newberry Library. Oswald Dreyer-
Eimbcke, President, IMCoS, in his opening remarks,
reminded the audience to pencil into their diaries the
19" September 2002, the day on which a visit to the
Homann collection of maps and atlases in Nirnberg
would take place. He then introduced David Rum-
sey, special guest speaker, who captivated the at-
tendees with his presentation, using two lap top
computers with overhead facilities, about "Looking
into the Future of Historic Maps: The internet and
GIS". David Rumsey outlined the online research
possibilities made available through this system to
both scholars and the public at large.

Thus for instance, parts of libraries that were spread
all over Europe could be reassembled over the web
and so made complete again. In addition, high reso-
lution scanning of maps render possible reproduc-

. tions of hitherto unknown quality of original maps,

details on engravings overlooked before suddenly
become visible opening up new research possibili-
ties. His collection encompasses some 150.000
(one hundred fifty thousand) maps covering the pe-
riod from between 1700 to the 1950's. The database

| on the web is accessible under www.david rumsey.

com.
On Sunday, 14" October, in fine weather, many
symposium participants took part in an excursion to
visit several private map collections. We started off
by paying a visit to the map collection of Barry
McLean, a Chicago business man. It is one of the
largest collections in private hands containing sev-
eral thousand map sheets, atlases, wall maps,
globes and books. We admired among others
Zatta's Le Colonie unite dell’ America Settentr. in 12
sheets, the Leo Hollandicus 't Graafschap Holland
by Petrus Schenk Il 1748 (van der Heijden 25), the
Leo Belgicus De XVII Nederlandsche Provinzien....
by Petrus Schenk Il (van der Heijden 6), an unre-
corded early edition of a wall map by Hondius Nova
et exacta totius orbis terrarum, a wall map by de Wit
Nova Totius terrarum orbis tabula of ca. 1670/1680,
atlases by Coronelli (Atlanta Veneto 1690), Sanson
1650, Ortelius 1579, Carry's American Atlas 1795.
We then made our way to visit Art and Jan Holz-
heimer's map collection, one of the finest private
collections of mainly world maps. We saw among
others Arnoldi's wall map of 1660 but dated 1600,
Cimerlinus' proof state world map of 1566 lacking
the title, the Rosaccio world map of 1610, by Fine
1531, by Blaeu 1662, by Ruysch 1507 etc, etc.

After having enjoyed lunch hosted by Jack Ringer,
we visited his collection of around 200 maps of
Burma.

On Monday 15" October, symposium participants
travelled by bus to see the American Geographical
Society Collection of the University of Wisconsin-
Milwaukee in Milwaukee.
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In parallel with the welcoming reception, the Treas-
ures of the AGS Collection could be admired which
included Giovanni Leardo's Map of the world, Ven-
ice 1452; Ortelius’ Parergon; G. Mercator's world
map of 1538; Matthias Zundt Nova totius Ungariae
desciptio (sic) accurate, Nurnberg 1567, and
Charles Mason & Jerimiah Dixon's A Plan of the
boundary lines between the Province of Maryland
and the three lower counties of Delaware, Philadel-
phia, Robert Kennedy 1768, a map which proved
very important in connection of the civil war since
this map provided the dividing line between the Un-
ion and the Confederate States.

The symposium continued in the afternoon with
Chris Baruth, Curator, American Geographical soci-
ety Collection presenting an overview of the collec-
tion which is to-day valued at $ 60 m.

Robert Karrow, Jr., Curator of Special Collections
and Curator of maps, The Newberry Library, then
spoke about The Future of the Private Map Collec-
tion, which is built up through the purchase of others
selling their collections, by buying at auctions and
through gifts.

Kenneth Nebenzahl of Kenneth Nebenzahl Inc.
made his views known on Collections and Collec-

tors; or, Would You Buy an Old and Probably Inac-
curate Map from this Man? He noted that in the fif-
ties there were hardly as many map collectors as
there are map dealers to day and, reviewing his life
as a map dealer, recommended to have a good ref-
erence library and always a valid passport when
travelling. He talked from experience!
David Woodward, University of Wisconsin-Madison,
reported about The History of Cartography Project:
Progress and Prospects. He presented the various
volumes of the History of Cartography, how they
were conceived and their content. Vol. IV begins at
around 1650 when an explosion in information oc-
curred rendering the writing of this volume particu-
larly challenging.
Rodney Shirley summed up the symposium ex-
pressing his admiration for the high level presenta-
tions given during our entire stay at both Chicago
and Milwaukee and thanking all our hosts for their
tremendous hospitality. We all had gained further
insight into maps with more interest in maps
aroused and what they mean; maps educate but
also entertain — they stimulate. Thus, a splendid
symposium came to an end.

Rolph Langlais

Pictures at an Exhibition (1)

Bruxelles a ciel ouvert — Brussel tussen hemel en aarde
The open spaces of Brussels
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An interesting exhibition on the evolution of
open spaces in central Brussels opened on
Tuesday 30 October 2001. It is held in the
Town Museum (Maison du Roi, Broodhuis),
Market Place, till the end of August 2002. For
the authors, « open spaces » means places
and gardens, parks, but also the riverside and
canal. Maps, paintings, drawings, prints, pho-
tos, artefacts are shown, beside two models of
the city. One of these shows the small settle-
ment in the Middle Ages, the other, parts of the
town in the 17" century. This one is based prin-
cipally on the well-known map by de Tailly and
has been very minutely made by an amateur,
the late Joseph Dubois, who devoted the better
part of his retirement to this time-absorbing
hobby.

The actual maps form only a minor part of the
exhibition, but they are well-chosen and illus-
trate the evolution. Particularly remarkable are

Brussels, de Tailly, 1640;
2nd state exposed (1748)

January 2002 BIMCC &




two sheets out of nine of a manuscript wall-
map from about 1760, showing the principal
buildings and several blind alleys, a map of al-
lotment of the convent of Jericho in the Wes-
tern part of the city and an atlas of the foun-
tains. The panoramic view by Anne Lernout,
combining a traditional way of showing buil-
dings with the most modern techniques, can
also be pinpointed.

Paintings are focused on parts of the city and

market scenes, while the numerous photos and
postcards show buildings, newly laid-out parks,
the vaulting of the Senne and docks, etc. Some
very large photos were taken on a less obvious
angle, thus giving an unusual present picture of
well-known streets and places (the rue de Na-
mur, for instance) .
A modest, but useful catalogue is available in
French , Dutch, German and English

L. Danckaert

Pictures at an Exhibition (ll)

Van de Romeinse tot de 16de-eeuwse landmeters —
Des agrimensores romains aux arpenteurs du XVle siecle —
Land surveyors from Roman times to the 16™ century

Unfortunately we heard about this exhibition
too late to be announced in the September
Newsletter, and it only lasted for a short period
(Chapelle Nassau, Royal Library, Brussels,
22.11. — 21.12. 2001). But those who did have
the opportunity to visit it will agree with me : it
deserves to be put on record as a fascinating
contribution to our understanding of the early
history of surveying. Organised on the occasion
of the 125" anniversary of the Corporation of
Brussels Geometers, this event coincides with
the publication, 550 years ago, of the statutes
of Surveyors of the City of Brussels.

When one evokes the vestiges that have come
down to us from Roman times one thinks in the
first place of roads, amphitheatres, aqueducts,
but rarely of the surveyors who prepared the
terrain so to speak , for these monumental
constructions to be built, and to last. The exhi-
bition shows us some of the basic tools em-
ployed in Roman times : a ‘groma’, used to
trace perpendicular and parallel lines in the
fields to be measured, a plumb line, and an
unusual triangular water level.

Some very early surveyors’ handbooks (126
16™ ¢.) are on display, as are scientific works
from that period relating to geometry, trigono-
metry and astronomy. Among the works on ma-
thematics is a particularly attractive Arab ma-
nuscript of the 18" century.

A number of astrolabes and other surveying
instruments, together with early documentation
on their use round off the exhibition, with a well

preserved copy of Peter Apian's Cosmographia
of 1573 highlighting the link from local sur-
veying to the measuring of the earth.
A very well documented 208-page exhibition
catalogue by Jean Mosselmans and Jan De
Graeve, a frequent speaker at our Study Ses-
sions, is available for 15 € in Dutch (ISBN 90-
6637-114-5) and in French (ISBN 2-87093-132-
8) at the Bookshop of the Royal Library, or from
L’Union des Géometres, Rue du Nord 76,
B-1000 Brussels.

(WB)
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Pictures at an Exhibition (I11)

L'ISOLA A TRE PUNTE
L’lle au trois pointes - Het driepuntige eiland
Maps of Sicily from the La Gumina Collection (XVI = XIX century)

Another exhibition in the Royal Library in Brus-
sels, this time entirely devoted to maps, was
likewise announced too late for mention in the
previous Newsletter ; it lasted from 29" Novem-
ber 2001 to 12" January 2002. But as this is an
itinerant exhibition you may be coming across it
elsewhere, and the catalogue (see below) is
worth having.

Accommodated in the spacious Houyoux Hall,
there were 143 maps of Sicily on display, all
from a single private collection and in a remark-
able condition of preservation. They were pre-
sented in six distinct thematic groups : Amidst
Mathematics, Astronomy, Nautical Empiricism
and local Scholars ; From Astronomer to Topo-
grapher ; Sacred Sicily ; Charts for Navigation ;
Pocket Atlases ; Sicilia antiqua. Although an
overlap between these categories was bound
to occur in respect of time of production and
type of map, the sequence does guide us quite
well through the history of mapping of this his-
torical Mediterranean island. The first section
presents examples of the early printed ptole-
maic maps and their derivatives up to Magini
and beyond. In the second section the begin-
nings of scientific cartography are exposed, il-
lustrated with maps by De I'lsle, de Fer, Petrini,
Zatta, Cassini and a few less familiar Italian
cartographers. Eight maps are shown in each
of the next two categories, and we find 14 mini-
ature maps in the ‘pocket atlas’ group, from
those of Ortelius's Epitome and Mercator’s
Atlas minor to the ones subsequently published
by Duval and Morden, maps which are getting
increasingly popular with collectors. Twenty
historical maps conclude the exhibition.

A remarkable exhibition indeed , especially
when one considers that it was conceived and
mounted by a private collector whose dedica-
tion and attachment to such cartographic docu-
ments of the past is perceptible throughout. As
Antonio La Gumina so convincingly put it him-
self in his ‘Notes from a Collector’ published in
the English version of the catalogue :
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L'ISOLA A TRE BFENTER
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This collection of antique maps is an act of love
for the land of our birth, the means which ex-
presses in the most explicit manner my ideal
sense of belonging to Sicily.

A 190-page catalogue published in 2001 by the
Regione Siciliana, Assessorato Regionale dei
Beni Culturali ed Ambientali (Palermo) with in-
troductory texts and excellent reproductions of
all 143 maps (in colour !) is available in Dutch
and French for 400 BEF (10 €) in the book
shop of the Royal Library (there is no ISBN).
An Italian and an English version also exist.

Concurrently with this exhibition one could observe, at the far end of the Hall, the restoration work being performed on
a 1688 terrestrial globe by Vincenzo Maria Coronelli (1650 — 1718). This globe measuring ca. 200 cm in diameter was
donated, together with a slightly smaller celestial globe, by Duke d'Aremberg to the Public Library, the predecessor of
the present Royal Library, when it first opened in Brussels in 1772.

Whilst funds for the restoration of the terrestrial globe and its sculpted stand have been secured from the King Bau-

douin Foundation and two anonymous patrons, the financing of the restoration of the celestial globe, constructed by
Coronelli in 1693, as well as of its stand, still has to be organized. Hossam Elkhadem, Head of the Historical Collections
Department of the Royal Library, would be pleased to hear from anyone wishing to support this major project, thereby
helping to protect and safeguard our cultural heritage. (WB)
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Something about another 19" Century decorated map

Philippe Vandermaelen (1795-1869) may well
have won international fame with his first work,
his world atlas, the first ever to show all the
maps on one and the same scale, he neverthe-
less devoted the better part of his activities to
maps of Belgium. Best known are his maps on
scale 1/80000 and 1/20000. Sheets of the first
one were awarded a prize in 1841 for the neat
lithography. The second set was widely used
by the administration, the railroads, and even
by officers for preparatory field-work, although
this was rather
discouraged by
the directors of
the Dépbt de la
Guerre, who ex-
pected genuine
work.

The contents of
the maps natural-
ly were Vander-
maelen’s priority,
but he also made
efforts to ornate
quite simple maps by the use of carefully litho-
graphed devices. A variety of letter-types in
between intricate patterns of different boldness
was often chosen, but not without a reference
to the items on the map itself.

An example of such a close link between title
and contents is given by the large Carte Admi-
nistrative & Industrielle comprenant les mines,
minieres, carrieres, usines, etc. de la Belgi-
que..., drawn by mining engineers under the
direction of Chief-engineer Cauchy by order of
the Ministry of Public Works. Published twice
by the Etablissement géographique in 1841
and 1845, it was lithographed by Ch. Swolfs on
a Cassini-projection. A bibliographical descrip-
tion of the nine sheets (183 x 227 cm) is given
by M. Silvestre and M.B. Fincoeur in volume |
of the Inventaire raisonné des collections carto-
graphiques Vandermaelen conservées a la Bi-
bliothéque royale de Belgique, numbers 936,

-

937, 938. The scale is given in a diversity of

units ; the assembling sheet is shown on a

small inset above the title, which is quite re-

markable.

Fourteen different types were used, the largest

reaching a height of 4 cm and amounting to or-

namented initials, forming the word Belgique.

Each large, deep black letter contains a small

landscape, featuring prominent human activi-

ties.

B agriculture and travel, a windmill, farm-
hands, a traveller on horseback, a balloon

E a railway engine and the brand-new me-
chanism to overcome up-hill slopes for a
steeper section of the recently laid-out rail-
way near Liege

L factories, a bridge and a river paddle-
steamer

G a train emphasizing the rapidly expanding
railroads (the first train for voyagers on the
continent was in use between Brussels
and Mechlin as soon as May 1835)

| navigation on the Scheldt in Antwerp (with
the cathedral spire visible)

Q afactory and a blast furnace

U fishing and navigation, probably on the
Meuse, with a cliff, perhaps at Dinant

E deep mining, a miner and, conspicuous, a
Davy’s lamp.

The minuteness of the illustrations is a further

proof of the engraver's skill and of the impor-

tance given to the enhancing of a title.

The actual map shows the whole of Belgium.

Towns and their schematically drawn fortifica-

tions (for example, the citadel in Antwerp), villa-

ges, roads, rivers and canals are represented.

Here also, the types used for the toponymy dif-

fer according to the importance of the place.

The water in rivers, lakes, ponds is lined ; san-

dy bottoms, hindrances for navigation, are

identified in rivers. The Southern part of the

map is much fuller than the rest, featuring coal

and ore mines, quarries, factories, etc., the se-

veral concessions being coloured and numbe-
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