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With special thanks to Mr Wouter Bracke, our President, Mr Colin Dupont and their
KBR colleagues for their spontaneous and effective help.

In particular for having, as far as possible and without tape, restored maps which
were becoming rheumatic parchments.

My thoughts also go out to the dear expert colleagues at the Brussels Map Circle.

Who with enthusiasm reveal to me the underside as well as the tops of the cardsR
and the maps.



Introduction

An information project

It took me years to gather documents from Colonel Albert Paulis and Cominiére. These documents
concern the Congo’s colonization, Great War, Near East (e.g. Iraq, Turkey, Kurdistan) etc.

They show an unstable world in which Progress and Peace cross path with Imperialisms,
Nationalisms, Minorities under threat, Human uprooting. With dashed hopes.

My open project to report and digitalize the related topics, also on my blog, is on the rails : restore
the past of these explorers and builders having the force to wade in swamps and take all the risks in
a surhuman task. Better understand their motivations, competences or the paths they blazed.

| have the pleasure to be with you again, in the same passion for Cartography. It is a way of getting
more to honour the memory of those who enlarged its titles of nobility.

Cartography, as an evolutive and visual tool by excellence to show complexity and help unravel it, is
« the » witness of our actions. So | suggest to see together what the maps of the Congo, selected in
this chronological presentation, are telling us.



« The man who has just crossed the road
is no longer the one who was to cross it »
- African proverb -

1933
an
exhausted
man
19 1924-1925
Albert Paulis with Chief Mangue ( Azande) League of Nations
After his « bakole » he became « Avungura »
Other nicknames: | e Congol ai s ssar dR
i i i S WWwI Chief of Staff to Louis Franck
\|7\t/$|b§; CF:)EUIIIS’ afSlsta_mtt_oZLemaJ)re The lesson of this epicR quoted by my ortrait : oot i o ?Istics
Ith ¢ aries Lemaire = £0rro = Congolese bookseller :«R no omel et Peo pert in ogistic
Lt Wéber, assistant, later General in ith Sl y Career in Cominiere
SO lelrEe e, BEEElR > Herman Richir (1866-1942)

Belgian Army. Nickname : Bibiche

Mission Lemaire (1902 -1906) - Exploring the Bahr el Ghazal ( Sudan) > Belgian Congo + Ruanda Urundi period
for the Congo Free State (Leopold II)

Source : Albert Paulis papers ThinktanksR Can Prseayre & s adi t i Whatsabodt systemic + systematic approachs ?
(except the one with the League)



2 profiles : Charles Lemaire + Albert Paulis

Charles Lemaire (1863 Cuesmes - 1926 Spa) :
Intellectually brilliant
In Science, Literature (romans, poems« Musette », Le Petit Bleu), philosophy, Esperanto etc. Honnest
Hyperactive, demanding of himself and others, "against the lounge chair", suffering from a leg injury
=> Excitability
=> A certain propension to make ennemies (sometimes seen by his pairs as a local potentate)
=> In disgrace with CFS (EIC) : negociation (1905) with UK against Leopold Il will, Ercolani affair, scapegoat
=> Rehabilitation thanks to A. Paulis : Lemaire appointed 1st Director of Colonial University in Antwerpen (1920)

Albert Paulis (1885 Leuven — 1933 Brussels) :
Excellent Academic records + Lemaire student on field (start of a friendship)
Hyperactive, initiative, prompt in action, excellent in leading people + management
Joviality, humour but directness when unnecessarily thwarted
Calculated risk, but sometimes a certain swager
Peaceful, grateful, willing to help others wherever they come from
Propension to make friends
The essence of his colonial thought comes from Lemaire
=> 2 careers intimately linked + excellent friends to the end + close frienship with the Cattier Family
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Georges Gilson (1873 -1950)

P a u | assstpst, when the latter
replaced Charles Lemaire at the
head of the Bahr el Ghazal
expedition in 1905

Very competent
Paulis appointed Gilson as his
successor when he returned to

Europe in 1906

Gilson tasked with handing over
Lado Enclave at lease end with UK

WW!I hero + future General

Postcard : House of Cdt Lemaire — Poste des Lophires

Watercolour (Aquarelle) by Georges Gilson



Congo Free State (EIC)

Manuel du voyageur
& du résident au Congo (1900)
by
Société d’Etudes Coloniales (1894-1928)
Promote the Colonial Empire
HQ Hotel Ravenstein, Brussels
1st president : M.A. Couvreur (liberal politician, publicist)
Library in 1902
Publication of manuals
> Institut Royal Colonial belge (1929)
> Académie Royale des Sciences d’Outre-mer / (1928)
Koninklijke Academie voor Overzeese Wetenschappen
This manual is coming from the Library of Congo Free State
2 maps : Stanley (1885) + Congo Free State (1900)

Source : A. Paulis family papers
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Congo Basin in 1885
N 7°30 by
Stanley

+ Local Native paths + need of a local guide

+ « Portage » + Supply + Communications = problematics

0° + Red line = Free trade’s boundaries

< Blurred borders in the North

% " L N | \;“ + Population concentrations along the rivers
| |
| | - : .
P | \ K l = « Around rivers : a lot of unexplored territories
. ;&." ‘g‘jﬁ?—;"i%’_ « This map = Not a reliable indicator to extrapolate the
**‘«‘“? ;;».f ; Wk N . .
o 7 T overal population on an average basis
Tf | \%\?‘ b= \\; 0
et oS I e
G WpE => Emergent mapping
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Source : A. Paulis family papers



DES PAYS LIMITROPHBS
INDIQUANT LETENDUE BE= S ,J-
LETAT LIBRE DU CON:O
Dressée par 41§

HENRY M. STANLEYWQ§

Lors de son refouren 1885. 1
\

—_——

= =

Résultat de 400 observations nouvelles de latitude et de longitade sotifiant
un grand nombre d’erreurs commises en 1577. 1 |

Dans s vallée du Kouilou-Niadi et la région sitaée entrs I8l ot lo
Comgo. les observations ont été faites par M.M. Spencer Bume, W o Velde,
Destraan, et Mikic de V'association internationale du Congo. |

dode
e

{ ] ETAT LIBRE DU CONGO:
] POSSESSIONS FRANCAISE!
- " PORTUGAIS/S

Congo Bassin in 1885

by
Stanley

(continued )

Etat « libre » du Congo vs « independant »

400 additional observations by AIC (1879-1885)
Correction of previous errors in 1877

Hostile areas (people + Nature)

Error problems in mapping...

Trial and errors methods

Step by step solving process + mapping

Source : A. Paulis family papers
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Carte de | n

Indépendant du Congo
(June 1900)
by
Jean Du Fief (1829 A 1908)

Belgian geographer + historian

Teacher in High school

» Publication of Scholar books (Geography + History)

+ Abrégé d’histoire universelle

» Founder (1878) of Société royale belge de

geéographie in Brussels

» Impulsed by Leopold Il, SRBG promoted

exploration (de Gerlache, Stanley, Burdo etc.)

» Current 1960 : SRBG incorporated into ULB

- Embryon economic and railways (S 6°) org.

(see sub-sections on next pages)



J. Du Fief map A 1900 (continued)
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3 NE Ethnography : Niam Niam, Azande, Mangbettus etc,
3 Exploring paths -> African-carrying (« portage ») system

3

3 Lado Enclave exists on the map but its name is not on it
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J. Du Fief map A 1900 (continued )

6° SE Katanga

*

6° SW Railway Matadi > Léopoldville

*

Borders Portugal + UK Stretch access to Ocean

*
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L daprés le Congris e Barlin,
Situation agproximative de /s bande de 25Km.cedée & bait § ['Angietarre

Bahr el Ghazal A Lado Enclave
(1894 > 1896 > 1910)

+» UK reserved Area

« But Area of dispute (France + UK + CFS)

+ Hofrah-en-Nahas copper mines (10°N 25°E)
« Access > Nile = strategical + logistical

» 1894 : CFS (EIC) occupation

+» 14-08-1896 : 1st convention CFS + UK

<+ Leased land

Published by ?

1906-1907 ?

Source : A. Paulis family papers



— @ Bahrel Ghazal A Meridi Zone (1902 A 1906)

1905 - 1906 : Paulis = District Commissioner
~E 28°>30° N4°>5°~15000 km2

Name of Meridi River

Contest : UK >< Leopold Il

Local chiefs (Azandes... not Mangbettu)

1905 : A. Paulis predicts a lunar eclipse to
Azandes -> Pact (« bakole »*)

1906 : Geodesic markers incident

-> Nile access + Telegraph temp. closed
> 1910 : Meridi + Lado retroceded to UK

. Dist. between 2 parallels =111 km
DG (D * Bakole = an exchange of blood btw. 2 people through a gash in the arm

with a knife.The bloods are then spread on a bark of wood to be eaten

Dist. btw . 2 meridians ~same close to Equator

Source : Institut Géographique National



Bahr el Ghazal (1902 A 1906)
Lemaire + Paulis shipping logs

Charles Lemaire = veteran (Katanga...) -> teacher + supervising role

What do we find in such logbooks ?

Day's field surveys (scientific measurements, astronomical and
terrestrial coordinates, sketches,...)

Lists of European and African personnel

- Takeaway items (food, individual /troop / trade-in items, camp,
ammunition, instruments, aid...)

Expenses, observations etc.

From raw data to reporting

» Steps : field (measures book, logbook) -> camp (diary) -> reporting
(legible)-> possible publication (decision)

Documenting, mapping takes an additional lot of time, is a tedious task...

|ldentify the ownership of manual notebooks or a single annotation
requires sometimes handwriting analysis (e.g. from Lemaire or Paulis ?)

Source : A. Paulis family papers Optimal size : VIII = 15 x 22 cm for sketches in recons, or 8 x 20, easily inserted in the
pocket ; with a protecting cover A as followed see Cdt Vereycken comments on it
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Bahr el Ghazal

carnets Lemaire / Paulis

Local hydraulic
recon
30-03-1903
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Bahr el Ghazal

carnets Lemaire / Paulis

Local calculations
+

Sketch of an
improvised fort

Photo in Juba - Upper Nile
Defense against Derviches (and UK ?)
according to A. Paulis



Bahr el Ghazal - Mission Charles Lemaire (1902 - 1906)

B e — x Scientific + Conquest > 10° N Parallel later
>5°3 0 n °imr Sudan

x Scientific assistants to Cdt Lemaire :
Lt Albert Paulis + Lt Alfredo Caroelli (Italy)

x Charles Lemaire (1863 A 1926) = military
engineer (ERM, eng.) ; Albert Paulis (1875 A
1933) = military engineer (ERM, Atrtillery )

X Close collabo with the Royal Observatory
(Uccle) in instrumentation + comparison of
measurements between Belgium & Congo *

X Lemaire deplores too many irregularities in
measurements ; that can lead to border
incidents A e.g. the Missum Missum clash
between France and Germany in Cameroon

Source : Royal Observatory of Belgium (library in 1996) *LnAstronomi e au servi ceMateDassier &AcCoepkelenbergh ¢
Revue des Questions Scientifiques , 1996
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Belgian Congo

Principles & astuces to make reacons and maps
by
Cdt Vereycken

x Very detailed and useful

x This handwritten exemplary appears to be of restricted diffusion, thus rare

x Release date ? Probably soon after April 1912

Source : A. Paulis family papers
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Cdt Vereycken (continued )

Belgian Congo

x  Kind of information you can

find on this manual

Source : A. Paulis family papers



Cdt Vereycken (continued)

Camp away from :

Waterways, taking into account
the rainy season

Tse tse in the humid areas

Source : A. Paulis family papers



