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Introduction



Think tanksƦ Can Progress secure  Traditions ? Ʀ What  about systemic  + systematic  approachs  ?

1924-1925
League of Nations 

Chief of Staff to Louis Franck
Expert in logistics

Career  in Cominière

1905
Albert Paulis with  Chief Mangue ( Azande)

After  his « bakole » he became  « Avungura »
Other  nicknames  : le Congolais, le broussardƦ

WWI
portrait

 by
 Herman Richir  (1866-1942) 

Mission Lemaire (1902 -1906) - Exploring  the Bahr el Ghazal ( Sudan) 
for the Congo Free State (Leopold II) 

Lt  Albert Paulis, assistant to Lemaire
With Cdt Charles Lemaire = Zorro ?
Lt  Wéber, assistant, later  General in
Belgian Army. Nickname  : Bibiche

>  Belgian Congo + Ruanda Urundi period  

The lesson  of this epicƦ quoted  by my 
Congolese  bookseller  : «Ʀ no omelette 
without  breaking  eggsƦ» 

SouvenirsƦ souvenirsƦ

Source : Albert Paulis papers
(except  the one with  the League)



2 profiles : Charles Lemaire + Albert Paulis



× Georges Gilson (1873 -1950)

×Paulisƞs assistant, when the latter 
replaced  Charles Lemaire at the 
head of the Bahr el Ghazal 
expedition  in 1905 

× Very competent

× Paulis appointed  Gilson as his 
successor  when he returned  to 
Europe in 1906

× Gilson tasked  with  handing  over 
Lado Enclave at lease end with  UK

×WWI hero  + future GeneralSource : A. Paulis family  papers



Congo Free State (EIC)
Manuel du voyageur

& du résident au Congo (1900)



Congo Basin in 1885
 by

 Stanley

Source : A. Paulis family  papers



Congo Bassin in 1885
by 

Stanley 
(continued )

Source : A. Paulis family  papers



Carte de lƞEtat 
Indépendant du Congo

(June 1900)
 by

 Jean Du Fief (1829 ƛ 1908)

Source : A. Paulis family  papers



J. Du Fief map ƛ 1900  (continued )



J. Du Fief map ƛ 1900 (continued )



Bahr el Ghazal ƛ Lado  Enclave
 (1894 > 1896 > 1910)

Published  by ? 

1906-1907 ?

 Source : A. Paulis family  papers 



Bahr el Ghazal ƛ Meridi Zone (1902 ƛ 1906)

5°

N
4°

Section map 

Source : Institut Géographique National

Dist . between  2 parallels  = 111 km

  Dist . btw . 2 meridians  ~ same close to Equator

6°

* Bakole = an exchange of blood btw. 2 people through a gash in the arm 
with a knife.The bloods are then spread on a bark of wood to be eaten



Bahr el Ghazal (1902 ƛ 1906) 
Lemaire + Paulis shipping logs

Source : A. Paulis family papers Optimal size  : VIII = 15 x 22 cm for sketches in recons,  or 8 x 20, easily inserted in the 

pocket ; with a protecting cover ƛas followed see Cdt Vereÿcken comments on it  



Lemaire + Paulis in Bahr el Ghazal Carnets Lemaire / Paulis

List of Food + Trade -in items List of FP Soldiers

Source : A. Paulis family  papers



Local hydraulic
recon

30 -03 -1903

carnets Lemaire / Paulis

Bahr el Ghazal

Source : A. Paulis family  papers



Bahr el Ghazal

Local calculations
 +

 Sketch of an 
improvised fort 

carnets Lemaire / Paulis

Source : A. Paulis family  papers

Photo in Juba - Upper  Nile
Defense  against  Derviches (and UK ?)
according  to A. Paulis 



Bahr el Ghazal - Mission Charles Lemaire (1902 - 1906)

× Scientific + Conquest   > 10° N Parallel later  
> 5°30ƞ > 5° in Sudan

× Scientific assistants to Cdt Lemaire :          
Lt  Albert Paulis + Lt  Alfredo Caroelli  (Italy)

× Charles Lemaire (1863 ƛ 1926) = military  
engineer  (ERM, eng.) ; Albert Paulis (1875 ƛ 
1933) = military  engineer  (ERM, Artillery )

× Close collabo with  the Royal Observatory  
(Uccle) in instrumentation + comparison  of 
measurements  between  Belgium & Congo *

× Lemaire deplores too many irregularities in 
measurements ; that can lead to border 
incidents ƛe.g. the Missum Missum clash 
between France and Germany in Cameroon

Source : Royal Observatory  of Belgium (library  in 1996) * LƞAstronomie au service de la conquête coloniale, Marc Dassier  & A. Coeckelenbergh , 
Revue des Questions Scientifiques , 1996 



Bahr el Ghazal 
Meridi Area

From Mission Scientifique Congo-Nil

Source : Royal Observatory Belgium

Setting the record straight



Principles & astuces to make reacons  and maps
by

Cdt Vereÿcken

× Very detailed  and useful

× This handwritten  exemplary  appears  to be of restricted  diffusion, thus rare

× Release date ? Probably  soon after  April 1912

Belgian Congo



Cdt Vereÿcken  (continued )

× Kind of information you can 

find  on this manual

Belgian Congo

Source : A. Paulis family  papers 



Cdt Vereÿcken  (continued )

Source : A. Paulis family  papers


